
  

 

 

MISSION STATEMENT  

To protect and promote wise stewardship and conservation 

 of the natural resources of Lebanon County on both  

private and public lands; and to educate and encourage  

all people to share in this worthy mission. 
 

60th Anniversary  

May 23, 1949-2009 
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The Lebanon County Conservation District was organized at the request of county citizens to      
provide conservation of the soil, water, woodland, and wildlife resources; to assist in watershed            
protection and flood prevention; to preserve the tax base; and to protect and promote the health and 
general welfare of the people of the county. 

 

Lebanon County was declared a Conservation District by the County Commissioners on May 23, 
1949, in accordance with the provisions of the òSoil Conservation Lawó of 1945, Act 217 of the        
Pennsylvania General Assembly.   

 

The Conservation District is a subdivision of state government and is administered by a Board of       
Directors composed of at least four farm directors, no less than two public directors and one County       
Commissioner.  It operates under supervision of the State Conservation Commission. The Directors serve 
without pay and are chosen primarily for their interest in soil and water conservation. Associate           
Directors are appointed annually.  They participate in meetings and committees that can lead to         
eventual directorship. 

  
Collectively, the Lebanon County Conservation District Board of Directors has volunteered 109 

years of service helping their neighbors take care of our soil and water through conservation practices 
on the land and through education.  The District Board sets policies for 12 staff with 149 years of       
experience.  It is also appropriate we recognize Manager Charles Wertz for 25 years of dedicated        
service,  Karl Kerchner and Stephanie Harmon for 10 years of service, and Angie Foltz for 5 years of   
service with the Lebanon County Conservation District.   

 

In addition, volunteers, interns, cooperating agencies and organizations, County Commissioners 
and of course our staff are critical to our success. Together in 2009 they helped meet honorable goals.  
These include implementation/installation of practices affecting the land which protect/conserve soil, 
nutrients, improve water quality; preserve farmland; and educate people about the environment.  We 
assist landowners with regulations involving erosion control, animal waste, stormwater, wetlands, and 
streams.  We survey for gypsy moth infestations and offer the Tree Vitalize and Dirt and Gravel Roads 
programs to municipalities.  Lastly, we acknowledge good stewards of the land and water, and  provide 
assistance to local non-profit groups such as the Quittapahilla and Swatara Watershed Associations, and 
the Lebanon Valley Conservancy, Inc..  The later whom  are rolling out the òMiddle Creek Initiativeó  to 
secure important farmlands used by the migratory tundra swan. 

 

This annual report is a progress report to the public on how we are working toward our mission to 
protect and promote wise stewardship and conservation of the natural resources of Lebanon County on 
both private and public lands; and to educate and encourage all people to share in this worthy mission. 
Please take time to review our accomplishments on the following pages. 

 
Many Thanks, 

Donald L. Bollinger, Chairman 
 

 

IF YOU WANT TO HELP GUIDE YOUR COUNTY TOWARD A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE,  

PLEASE CONTACT US AT 717-272-3908 EXT. 4 ABOUT BECOMING A BOARD MEMBER!   
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GROUNDWATER GUARDIAN AWARD 
STEPHANIE HARMON,  BETTY CONNER, & MANAGER CHARLES WERTZ    
LEBANON COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
FOR THE LEBANON COUNTY GROUNDWATER  EDUCATION TEAM. 

 

BUSINESS STEWARD OF THE YEAR 
BROWNSTONE REAL ESTATE CO. 

THE VILLAGE AT SPRINGBROOK FARMS 
PICTURED: TODD LECHLEITNER AND SCOTT CAMPBELLL 

PRESENTED BY DIRECTOR SUE BOWMAN 

SPECIAL RECOGNITION 
JOHN B. WENGERT 

LEBANON VALLEY RAILS TO TRAILS 
PRESENTED BY DIRECTOR BOB ARNOLD 

EDUCATOR OF THE YEAR 
ISAAC BUCHER 

ANNVILLE- CLEONA LITTLE DUTCHMAN FFA 
PRESENTED BY  JO ELLEN LITZ 

CONSERVATIONIST OF THE YEAR 
DICK BROWN 

PRESENTED BY ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR TISHA WALMER 

  

CONSERVATION LANDOWNER 
 CLYDE, MARION, AND GARY DECK 

 PRESENTED BY  AG RESOURCE COOPRDINATOR,  
                        MARK CHEGWIDDEN  


