
IS MY OPERATION A CAFO? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Does your operation meet or 
exceed any of the following 
thresholds? 
700 mature dairy cows 
1,000 veal calves 
1,000 cattle1 

2,500 swine, 55 lbs or more 
10,000 swine, under 55 lbs 
500 horses 
10,000 sheep or lambs 
55,000 turkeys 
30,000 layers or broilers, wet2  
125,000 broilers, dry3 

82,000 layers, dry 
30,000 ducks, dry  
5,000 ducks, wet 
 

CAFO 

Does your 
operation have a 
total of more than 
1,000 AEUs4 
when all animal 
types are 
combined? 

YES 

NO 

YES CAFO 

NO 

Is your 
operation a 
CAO that has 
more than 300 
AEUs when all 
animal types 
are combined? 

YES CAFO 

NOT A CAFO 

NO NOTES 
1 Cattle includes but is not limited to heifers, steers, bulls, 

and cow/calf pairs 
2 “Wet” means that the operation uses a liquid manure 

handling system 
3 “Dry” means that the operation uses something other 

than a liquid manure handling system 
4 AEU is 1,000 lbs. live weight of livestock or poultry 

animals 
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